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U.S. And China To Seek A 'Strategic Partnership’

By Barton Gellman
Washington Post
Foreign Service

BEUING, April 29—The
United States and China re-
newed their mutual ambition to
build a "constructive strategic
partnership" for the 21st cen-
tury today as Secretary of State
Madeleine K. Albright began
two days of talks to prepare for
President Clinton's state visit in
June.

At a meeting at the
Diaoyutai government fishing
retreat, Albright and China's
new foreign minister, Tang
Jiaxuan, exchanged public
compliments and signed a
modest agreement establishing
a "hot line" linking the White
House with China's Zhongnan-
hai leadership compound. It
was Albright's first meeting
with Tang.

At a joint news conference,
Albright admitted it has
"become something of a cliche
to marvel at the pace of change
in the world," but marvel she
might. Almost exactly a vyear
ago, the Clinton administration
was picking and losing a fight
with China -- for the seventh

straight time -- at the annual
UN. Human Rights Conven-
tion in Geneva. Albright vowed
then to "continue to shine the
spotlight on egregious viola-
tions of internationally recog-
nized human rights in China."
Today, after completing a
deliberate process of disengag-
ing from confrontation over
China's imprisoned dissidents,
the United States is preparing
for a jubilant state visit in June
by President Clinton, the first
such visit since China crushed
its democracy movement at
Tiananmen Square in 1989.
Asked whether the summit
might be the occasion for put-
ting the era -- and U.S. sanc-
tions -- occasioned by Tianan-
men behind them, Albright said
the two countries “still have
some differences" despite "a
great deal in common." But
Tang turned toward her with a
smile and a nod as she added,
"That is why these dialogues
take place, and we are looking
towards the 21st century.”

Both Tang and Albright
referred to a "strategic partner-
ship" between their countries.

"Clearly the U.S. and China

have moved well down the
road toward building a con-
structive strategic partnership,”
Albright said.

A senior official traveling
with Albright placed great
value tonight on the secretary's
broad "strategic dialogue” with
Vice Premier Qian Qichen, a
former foreign minister with
whom Albright had already
formed a bond.

The two leaders, he said,
discussed common interests in
such former points of conflict
as Korea, the Persian Gulf,
Cambodia, Indonesia and
Pakistan.

China, the official said, is
showing signs of growing ac-
ceptance of a U.S. regional
military presence,which the
Beijing government has long
resented -- including 47,000
troops in Japan,

"The very interesting thing
was what wasn't said, as much
as what was -- no references to
hegemony, no references to
multipolarity, no references to
withdrawal of forces in the
post-Cold War era,” said a
senior U.S. government poli-
cymaker on Asia. "It's a very

big change in the presentation
by those officials."

Behind the scenes, U.S.
officials maintained, Albright
pressed China on human rights,
with a new emphasis on larger
numbers of "tier two" political
prisoners held on charges such
as "counterrevolutionary
crimes."

China's two best-known
prisoners of conscience, Wei
Jinsheng and Wang Dan, were
freed and exiled to the United
States under a deal -- never
acknowledged openly -- in
which the U.S. government for

the first time withheld its
backing from a resolution
scoring China at the Geneva
human rights conference this
year.

Much of the business of
Albright's two-day visit is
searching for a concrete mark
of progress for Clinton to an-
nounce in his week-long tour
two months from now.

One such proposal was to
lure China into new missile
controls "in time to be an-
nounced during the president's
trip to China," according to a
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March 12 memo by Gary
Samore, the National Security
Council's senior director for
nonproliferation.

The deal, first reported in
the Washington Times, would
have given China a larger share
of lucrative U.S. commercial
satellite launches in exchange
for China's agreement to join
fully in the export restrictions
of the Missile Technology
Control Regime.

But Chinese authorities re-
acted negatively when Under-

secretary of State John Holum
unveiled the proposal [ate last

month. Military officials who'

follow China closely said they
suspect the Beijing government
balks at undercutting its high-
priority effort to upgrade its
own missiles and maintain
some forms of cooperation
with allies such as Pakistan and
[ran.

A second candidate for new
agreement in June is trade.
Clinton would like another
commercial announcement on

the scale of the Boeing aircraft
contract accompanying last
October's U.S. state visit of
President Jiang Zemin.

The administration is also
looking for measured progress
in the effort to bring China into
the rule-setting World Trade
Organization -- under strict
rules requiring lower trade
barriers and laws enabling for-
eign firms to sell goods and
services freely.

Accession to the trade or-

ganization is regarded as a long
way off, but some administra-
tion officials hope progress is
fast enough to allow Clinton
and Jiang to declare a political
target of a "framework agree-
ment" by the end of the year,

Other working groups ac-
companying Albright are ex-
ploring initiatives on the envi-
ronment, law enforcement,
science and cultural exchanges
and the tentative program of-
military visits already under-
way.

White House Threatens Relief,

Defense Bills Over International Funds

By Eric Pianin
Washington Post
Staff Writer

The White House yesterday
threatened a veto of emergency
disaster relief and defense
spending legislation even as
members of the House and
Senate finally managed to work
out almost all the differences
among themselves,

Although administration
officials have said the disaster
and defense money is essential,
they are insisting that Republi-
can leaders reverse field and
include funding for the Inter-
national Monetary Fund and
overdue payments to the
United Nations and drop sev-
eral objectionable extraneous
provisions.

After months of internal
Republican wrangling, House
and Senate negotiators last
night worked toward a final
compromise on the supplemen-
tal 1998 spending bill that
would provide $2.6 billion for
El Nifio-related disaster relief
and nearly $2.8 billion for
peacekeeping operations in
Bosnia and the Persian Gulf.

Negotiators completed work
on everything except a Repub-

subsidies to banks as incentives
to continue providing student
loans. Rep. David R. Obey (D-
Wis.) objected to a proposal for
partially financing the plan by
selling off $480 million worth
of the government's stockpile
of diamonds and other precious
minerals.

"Evidently, diamonds are
not just girls' friends, they are
bankers' friends," Obey said.
Republican appropriations
leaders dropped that idea, but
now must find alternative
funding sources.

House Republican leaders
insisted on excluding $18 bil-
lion of IMF funding from the
bill that had been requested by
the administration and ap-
proved by the Senate, House
Speaker Newt Gingrich (R-Ga.)
said yesterday that funding for
the  international  lending
agency should clear Congress
later this year provided the IMF
agrees to tough reforms. The
Senate on Tuesday approved
separate State Department leg-
islation to authorize nearly $1
billion of arrearages to the
U.N., but the measure also is
unacceptable to the administra-
tion because of international
anti-abortion provisions that
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tor Franklin D. Raines said in a
letter to Congress that "it would
be disappointing and disturbing
if our ability to provide assis-
tance to disaster victims, to
support readiness and our
troops in Bosnia and Southwest
Asia, and to meet our interna-
tional responsibilities were held
hostage to partisan politics in
Congress.”

Raines also wamned that a
handful of extraneous amend-
ments -- including a new loop-'
hole to Clinton’s recent expan-
sion of a ban on the importing
of assault-type rifles,
"excessive” subsidies to banks

-providing student loans, and

unwanted environmental pro-
visions on construction of a
highway in New Mexico's Pe-
troglyph National Monument --
were unacceptable. "If this
wide range of extraneous issues
is included in the bill, while not
funding IMF and UN., the
president’s  senior  advisers
would recommend that he im-
mediately return the bill to the
Congress without his ap-
proval," Raines said.

The Pentagon has said it
may have to begin laying off
civilian employees Friday if the
spending measure isn't passed.

Livingston (R-La.) responded
to Raines's letter, saying that if
the president vetoes the bill, he
would have no recourse but to
go on the House floor and urge
Congress to bring home troops
from Bosnia and the gulf.

"That's a tantrum,” he told
reporters about the White
House threat.

As happened in 1997, a
relatively straightforward and
necessary emergency spending
bill has been transformed into a
political and ideological battle-
ground between the Clinton
administration and the Repub-
lican-controlled Congress. But
there were also numerous
philosophical tensions between
House and Senate GOP appro-
priators and leaders that slowed
passage of the bill,

One of the biggest disputes
among Republicans was over
whether to finance all or part of
the legislation with offsetting
spending cuts in other pro-
grams. House conservatives
called for "offsets" for both the
domestic and defense spending,
while Senate Appropriations
Committee Chairman Ted Ste-
vens {(R-Alaska} objected to
any offsetting cuts in the Pen-
tagon's budget that might fur-
ther weaken what he describes

lican provisi that would Wwere added. ‘ But House Appropriations as a "hollow" military force.
ngvidepmogglfhnan $2abillion of White House Budget Direc-  Committee  Chairman  Bob House and Senate negotia-
NOTICE TO READERS
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tors compromised yesterday,
agreeing to use about $2.6 bil-
lion of unused Section § hous-
ing subsidy funds to cover most
of the cost of disaster relief,
while adding to the deficit to
finance peacekeeping efforts.

West Confirmed as VA Secretary Washington Post

The Senate confirmed President Clinton’s choice of Army April 30, 1998
Secretary Togo D. West Jr. to be secretary for veterans affairs.  Pg. 10
West, a former Army officer who studied law and rose to be the
Pentagon’s general counsel before becoming Army secretary in
1993, was named to the Cabinet post by Clinton in January.

Philadelphia Inquirer

U.S. politics
helps NATO
growth plan

Expanding into Eastern
Europe would please -

ethnic American voters

and defense workers.

By Steven Thomma
[INQUIRER WASHINGTON BUREAU

WASHINGTON — U.S. backing for
an expansion of NATO into Eastern
Europe — soon 1o be voted on in the
Senate — appears driven as much
by domestic politics as interna-
tional security strategy.

While the White House, senators
and experts debate the miiitary or
strategic value of expanding NATO,
all agree that it is politically attrac-
tive al home. .

It would piease millions of ethni¢
American voiers of Eastern Euro-
pean descent, particularly in politi-
cal swing states such as Illineis,
Michigan, New Jersey and Ohio.

“It is certainly true that this sub-
ject is of keen interest in commu-
nities here in the United States
that have an ethnic identity with
these countries,” White House
spokesman Michael McCurry cons
ceded, while insisting that the
NATO expansion would benefit atl
Americans by making Europe
more secure.

And it could help the paychecks
of defense workers from Texas to
California, whose factories could
sell US. tanks and jets to the new
NATO partners.

Said William Hartung, a senior fel-
low at the World Policy Institute in
New York: “This is really a Marshall
Plan for weapons dealers.”

The support is also driven by the
personal style of President Clinton,
a leader who prefers to build con-
sensus on solutions in town-hall
meetings and national conversa-
tions rather than from the solitude
of the Oval Office. He now wants to
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extend that style to the world stage
with more decisions made in inter-
national tribunals and fewer made
in Washington alone,

The core decision is whether to
add Poland, Hungary and the Czech
Republic to the North Atlantic Trea-
ty Organization, which was formed
50 years ago to defend Western Eu-
rope against the communist Soviet
Union and its allies.

Before the Soviet Union collapsed
in 1991, it dominated the three
countries, and all three are now de-
mocracies looking to cement ties to
the West and defend against any
possible future threat from Russia.

During his 1996 reelection cam-
paign, Clinton proposed expanding
NATO even though it would anger
Russia, In one appearance before a
Polish American group in Detroit
two weeks before the election, Clin-
ton said NATO should be expanded
by 1999.

Many analysts believe it is a stra-
tegically smart move. Noting that
Russia remains a potent nuclear
military power even if it is no
longer communist, Annelise Ander-
son, a senior research fellow at the
Hoover Institution at Stanford Uni-
versity, called NATO expansion “the
right policy.”

Diverging interests

" “While we have a lot more in com-
mon with Russia than we did, our
interests on trade, on the economy,
are still not the same,” Anderson
said. .“We have differences over
which we will clash. ... You evalu-
ate threat according to capability.”

-But that, critics say, ignores the
changes in the world in the last dec-
ade and the risk it raises to US.-
Russia relations by extending a mil-
itary alliance closer to Russia’s
border. . )

“Is there still a massive army
poised on the borders of Poland,
Hungary or the Czech Republic? I
don’t see it,” said Sen. Bob Smith
(R.,N.H.). “Tell me where the threat
is. Tell me where the urgency is.
There is no threat. It is an emo-
tional, feel-good thing to do.”

There's no doubt it would feel
good to 9.4 million Polish Ameri-
cans, 1.6 million Hungarian Ameri-
cans and 1.3 million Czech Ameri-
cans who actively support the
inclusion of their ancestral homes

Pg. 1
iz NATO.

Because of those voters, this for-
eign-relations issue has drawn a
surprising amount of domestic po-
litical interest. The governors of
California, Florida, Illinois, Michi-
gan, New Mexico and Ohio have en-
dorsed it, as have groups ranging
from the AFL-CIO to the Slovak
League of America.

Polish Americans protest

When Sen. Robert Torricelli (D.,
N.J.) supported delaying a NATO
vote in March, the New Jersey
branch of the Polish American Con-
gress organized a protest, and boast-
ed that it represented a million Pol-.
ish Americans. “We will remember
in November,” the group warned.
Now Torricelli supports the expan-
sion.

S0 do defense workers.

The new NATO members would
aim to dramatically upgrade their
militaries, with everything from
new tanks to new jets. And that
would mean a new market for U.S.
workers facing a shrinking Penta-
gon appetite for new weapons. .

“An expanded NATO would bring
with it a significant upside for U.S.
defense contractors,” said Jon-
Kutler of Quarterdeck Investment
Partners, a Los Angeles firm.

Even advocates such as Sen. Bar-
bara Mikulski (D., Md.), who favars
the expansion because it “will ex-
tend NATO's stabilizing influence to
more of Europe and reduce the
chances of aggression or conflict in
Eastern Europe,” adds that “there
are also economic benefits.”

And to someone like Clinton,

there is the benefit of expanding an-
other international organization.
Increasingly, he is mediating inter-
national problems through such
groups rather than acting alone.
When Asia’s economies started
teetering, he let the International
Monetary Fund bail them out, When
Iraq refused to let U.N. weapons in-
spectors into Saddam Hussein’s
presidential palaces, he held the
Navy in check while the United Na-
tions brokered a deal. When Latin
American nations complained that
the United States was acting arro-
gantly by “certifying” their anti-
drug efforts, he proposed a new in-
ternational alliance to do the same
thing and said he hoped the U.S. law

’
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would become irrelevant.

The way the Clinton administra-
tion wants to conduct international
policy “is to always work through
some kind of international body,”
said David DeRosa, an adjunct pro-
fessor of international finance at
Yale University’'s School of Manage-
ment.

That’s not to say the US. com-
pletely surrenders its role. In fact, it

often can lead those international
organizations where it wants them
to go because it is the world’s only
military and economic superpower,
and because it often is the largest
source of money for the groups.
Indeed, Bill Richardsen, the U.S.

ambassador to the United Nations,
recently told Congress: “We're the
most powerful nation in the world.
We use the U.N. a lot. The U.N. does
a lot of things for us, and when we
asked them to reform, we asked
them to cut staff, we asked them to
run more efficiently, that’s good.”

Washington Post

NATO Expansion Advocates Fight Amendments

Senate proponents of NATO expansion into Eastern Europe
continued to fight off what they regard as troubling amendments
yesterday as the Senate headed toward a vote—as early as
today—on admission of Poland, Hungary and the Czech Republic
to the Western military alliance.

Voting 62 to 37, the Senate defeated a proposal by Sen. Kay
Bailey Hutchison (R-Tex.) that would have required the United
States to propose creation of a new process to resolve disputes
among members as the alliance grows. Opponents contended it
would diminish U.S. influence in an existing process requiring
consensus in resolving internal disputes.

With a final vote on NATO enlargement anticipated today or
early next week, both sides picked up votes from uncemmitted

senators as Arlen Specter (R-Pa.} said he would vote against it
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and Jack Reed (D-R.L) said he would vote for it. Dale Bumpers
{D-Ark.) confirmed his opposition to expansion. Senate leaders
have said they believe they have the two-thirds majority needed
for approval.

Issues to be resolved before the final vote include proposals for
a delay in admission of the three countries until they are admitted
to the European Union, a three-year moratorium on further
admissions, cost controls and limitations on expanding NATO's
mission to include global peacekeeping efforts. _

Meanwhile, the Senate debate reached the highest levels in
Poland. U.S. Ambassador to Poland Dan Fried was visiting the
mountaintop Jasna Gora monastery yesterday when a monk
asked if he was there “because you're in trouble on the floor of the
Senate,” an administration official related. If that was the reason,
the monk added, “we’re willing to provide a little help.”

New York Times
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Russia's Disarray Brings A Nuclear Risk To The U.S., Study Says

By Tim Weiner

WASHINGTON -- Russia's
deteriorating control of its nu-
clear weapons is increasing the
danger of an accidental or un-
authorized attack on the United
States, a Nobel peace prize-
winning group warned
Wednesday.

A dozen missiles fired from
a Russian nuclear submarine
would kill nearly seven million
Americans instantly, and mil-
lions more would die from ra-
diation, according to a study
conducted under the auspices
of Physicians for Social Re-
sponsibility, which won the
Nobel Peace Prize for its work
on nuclear weapons in 1985
The study is to be published

Thursday in The New England

Journal of Medicine.

Thousands of Russian and
American nuclear weapons
remain on hair-trigger alerts,
despite the end of the cold war,
and Russia formally abandoned
its longstanding policy that it
would never be the first nation
to use those weapons four years
ago, the study noted.

Repeated assurances from
President Clinton that the two
nations are no longer aiming
their nuclear weapons at one
another are "a gross misrepre-
sentation of reality," said Bruce

“Blair, a co-author of the study

and a former Strategic Air
Command nuclear weapons
officer. In fact, the study said,
Russian missiles launched
without specific targets would
automatically aim themselves
at their cold-war targets:
American cities and military
installations like the Pentagon.

Nor are these weapons nec-
essarily in safe hands. Russia's
once-elite nuclear weapons
commands are suffering hous-
ing and food shortages, low
pay, budget cuts, deteriorating
discipline, desertions and sui-
cides. Such problems are not
unique.

The study says that about
40,000 American military per-
sonnel were removed from
nuclear-weapons  responsibili-
ties from 1975 to 1990 for al-
cohol, drug or psychiatric
problems.

Neither nation has aban-
donéd its cold-war doctrine of
launching its missiles after re-
ceiving warning that the other
side is attacking. Each nation
gives itself 15 minutes to de-
cide that the attack is real; both
nations have experienced major
false alarms over the last two
decades.

The study considered what
would happen if the captain

“and crew of a Russian subma-

rine decided to carry out an

attack without authorization, or -

went mad and fired off their
arsenal. This, Blair said, would
require "a conspiracy of some
magnitude" between a captain
and three or four officers.

The missiles could also be
fired after a false alarm or an
unauthorized order from a po-
litical or military leader in
Moscow. Once launched, they
would reach their targets across
the United States in 15 to 30
minutes.

The blast and shock of the
fireball from each of the ex-
ploding warheads would kill
nearly everyone within three
miles instantly; people living in
a swath up to 40 miles long and
three miles wide would receive
a lethal dose of radiation within

hours, the study said. _
It assumed that one-quarter
of the missiles would malfunc-
tion, and that 12 missiles carry-
ing 48 nuclear warheads would
reach their targets in eight
American cities in the middle

of the night.
In New York City, more
than three million people

would die immediately; in San
Francisco, 739,000; in Wash-
ington, 728,000 -- in all, some
6,838,000 deaths within hours
of the attack, the study said,
which would "dwarf all prior
accidents in history."

A near-complete breakdown
of systems delivering food,
water, electricity and medicine
would follow and millions
more Americans would die as a
consequence, the study said.
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38 Dead in Turkish Attacks on Rebels
DIYARBAKIR, Turkey—Thousands of Turkish troops backed by

air power have attacked Kurdish separatist rebels 'in the
mountainous southeastern region of the country, military officials
said. One official said 35 guerrillas and three soldiers had been
killed in clashes since the push against the Kurdistan Workers
Party began four days ago.
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New Rumblings In Cyprus
Raise Specter Of War

By Stephen Kinzer

KYRENIA, Cyprus -- A
television station in the self-
proclaimed Turkish Republic
of Northern Cyprus scooped
the world recently by broad-
casting the film "Titanic" to an
amazed and- delighted audi-
ence.

The film is still deing huge
business at theaters around the
world, including northern Cy-
prus, and has not been licensed
for television broadcast any-
where. Distributors want to sue
the station that pirated it but are
not sure they can.

"We're an itlegal country,” a
Turkish Cypriot official said,
his voice dripping with sarcasm
and resentment. "We should be
entitled to a little illegal enter-
tainment."

Ever since Cyprus was di-
vided in 1974 when Turkish
troops invaded, the north has
been isolated. In a series of
overwhelming votes, the UN.
Security Council has reiterated
its request that Turkey with-
draw its troops and allow re-
unification. But Turkey refuses,
saying it fears that the Greek
Cypriot majority will overrun
the north and destroy its Turk-
ish character.

Bitter intransigence on both
sides has frustrated many
would-be mediators over the
years, most recently Richard
Holbrooke, the special Cyprus
envoy of President Clinton. He
has described the differences
between Greek and Turkish
Cypriots as much deeper than
those that have separated Serbs,
Croats and Bosnian Muslims.

Holbrooke's visit here in-

April, and his planned return
May 2, reflected growing con-
cern that this conflict is enter-
ing a dangerous new stage.

On March 31, the European
Union opened talks aimed at
admitting Cyprus. Turks fear it
may admit the Greek-run south
alone.
Turkish north and its allies in
Ankara to fend off an enemy
backed by all of Europe, a po-
tentially explosive situation.

"The Turks were badly
treated by the European Union

That could leave the’

in December, when 12 coun-
tries applied for membership
and 11 were told they could
apply, with Turkey being left
out in the rain," Holbrooke said
in an interview. "One of the 11
was Cyprus. That produced an
inevitable Turkish backlash,
which has resulted in them
telling North Cyprus to cease
all cooperation, all search for
common ground.

"The only way this can be
reversed is if the European
Union opens its doors at least a
little bit to Turkey and treats it
as it should be treated, as a
European nation. The Turks,
for their part, have to ease up
on their negative approach in
Cyprus.”

Also raising tensions, the
Greek Cypriots have an-
nounced that they are buying a
battery of S$-300 anti-aircraft
missiles from Russia. Turkey,
at whose planes they would
presumably be aimed, has
threatened to bomb them. The
Greek government says it
would consider that an act of
war,
"If Turkey attacks Cyprus,
we shall fight," Foreign Minis-
ter Theodoros Pangalos said on
a recent visit to Washington.
"Yes, that will mean war be-
tween Greece and Turkey.”

For millenniums, Cyprus
has been a strategic prize
guarding access to rich trade
routes between Europe and
Asia. Greeks have lived here
since antiquity.

For nearly a century the
island was a British colony. It
won independence in 1960
with a constitution that guaran-
teed the Turkish minority a
strong say in government. The
Greek majority later curtatiea
those rights, starting what
Turkish Cypriots say was a
violent campaign to intimidate
them into fleeing. Many can
still remember Greek paramili-
tary units preventing them from
leaving their villages to reach
their land, go to beaches or
attend school.

In 1974, after a rightist coup
here engineered by the military
dictatorship then ruling Greece,

Turkish Cypriots appealed to
Turkey for help. Turkish troops
landed, seized the northern
one-third of the island and set
up a Turkish enclave. The
United Nations declared the
invasion illegal and refuses to
recognize the enclave, which in
1983 declared itself an inde-
pendent state.

Today the island is home to
roughly 200,000 Turkish Cyp-
riots and neatly 600,000 Greek
Cypriots. U.N. troops patrol the

"green line" that separates
them, and the capital, Nicosia,
is a divided city.

Nicosia reflects the contrast
between the island's sides. The
Turkish sector is poor, run-
down and frozen in time. On
the other side, Greeks run a
bustling and successful econ-
omy.

Many Turkish Cypriots,
however, are convinced that
they could not live safely under
Greek rule. "We're not doing so
badly,” said Salahi Dervish, 65,
who runs an auto repair shop in
Kyrenia. "Of course we don't
have much money, but we have
enough. More important, we
have security."

Greeks assert that Cyprus

has always been Hellenic, and

that while a Turkish minority
can and will be tolerated,
Greeks must rule. They apply
the term "Kypreos," meaning
Cypriot, only to islanders of
Greek descent, scorning the
idea that anyone with a Turkish
background could be a true
native. Some favor ultimate
union with the Greek mother-
land, a prospect that is anath-

.ema to Turks.

For their part, Turks per-
ceive the island as home to two
distinct native communities
with equal rights and insist on
running their own affairs. They
say bombings and attacks by

Greek gunmen in the 1960s

and early '70s prove that they
can never trust Greeks to gov-
ern them.

"There were thousands of
deaths, and the wounds are
very deep,” said Osman Ertug,
a senior Turkish Cypriot dip-
lomat. "Everyone lost some-
body. It becomes part of col-
lective memory."

Greek Cypriots have little
incentive to compromise be-
cause they already control two-
thirds of the island and are rec-
ognized by every country ex-
cept Turkey as its rightful rul-

ers. They are so much richer
than the Turkish Cypriots that
they could simply buy out the
Turks if the island were uni-
fied. Perhaps most important,
they have the unconditional
backing of Greece.

In the chambers of the
European Union, Greece has
threatened to block the admis-
sion of Poland, Hungary, the
Czech Republic and other
countries if Cyprus' application
is not considered expeditiously.

Turkish Cypriots, on the
other hand, are international
outcasts, subject to an array of
official and unofficial embar-
goes. Their per capita income
is one-third that of Greek Cyp-
riots.

Turkey and northern Cyprus
have wamed that they will
move toward "full integration”
if the European Union admits
the Greek Cypriot state. But
short of complete union, they
could hardly come closer than
they already are.

The currency of northern
Cyprus is the Turkish lira. {ts
international mail flows
through Turkey, and it shares
Turkey's telephone code. Tur-
key maintains 30,000 soldiers
here and gives the government
about $200 million in aid each
year.

Both Cypriot parties live
under the wing of their mother-
lands, and many foreign dip-
lomats are convinced that an-
swers must be sought not only
on the island itself, but in
Greece and Turkey.

In both countries, however,
many people feel a deep emo-
tional connection to their Cyp-
riot kin. For politicians, advo-
cating serious compromise on
Cyprus-related issues is tanta-
mount to suicide. As a result,
hard-liners and demagogues
dominate the debate.

Last month Greek Cypriot
leaders offered Turkish Cypri-
ots a place on the team that is
negotiating the island's mem-
bership in the European Union.
Turks refused on the ground
that taking part "under the
Greek umbrella" would be ac-
cepting a subservient position.

This attitude has upset both
Europeans and Americans. "1
really feel here that the Turkish
Cypriot community is being
victimized because of all kinds
of  political  considerations
which 1 feel are withholding
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from them a better and more
prosperous future," Hans van
den Broek, foreign affairs
commissioner of the European
Union, said in Brussels afier
the talks began.

The United States is press-
ing the Greek side to cancel
deployment of the Russian
missiles, and is encouraging the
Turkish side to join in negotiat-

ing Cyprus' entry into the
European Union. It has had no
visible success.

"The Turks have everything
to lose from boycotting the
talks,” a senior American pol-
icy planner said. "If they could
get into the EU, even as a mi-
nority in a Cypriot delegation,
they would become the first
Islamic voice in the EU and

also a voice for Turkey. It
would be a great step forward,
not only for Turkish Cyprus
but for Turkey itself."

In interviews, Turkish Cyp-
riots said they were alarmed by
developments they interpret as
being aimed against them.

"If south Cyprus gets into
Europe, that will mean a crack-
up is coming," said Mustafa

Ozkal, a Nicosia shoemaker.
"The people in the south are
doing fine economically, and
they aren't trying to get in for
economic reasons. They want
to get in for political reasons.
Their plan is to get all of
Europe behind them, and then
accuse us of occupying Euro-
pean Union territory and crush
us."

Gen. Shelton says
military is not a
‘hollow force’

By Jm LEa
Srripes Seoul Bureau Chicf

CAMP BONIFAS, South Ko-
rea — America’s top pgeneral
says he disagrees with psaple
whp say extended deployments
are reducing U.S. military
readiness. :

"I'm aware there are a lot of
people who fee] we're moving
back toward a ‘hollow force,’”
Joint Chiefs of Staff Chairmag
Gen. Hemry Shelton said in an
imerview at this camp on the
| edge of Korea's Demilitarized
Zone on Wednesday.

“] end mnst of the senior
(military) leaders came up
through that hollow force and
we recoguize it when we see it.
We're nowhere -near having
that today.”

He said what he saw in his
two-day visit to South Xarea
"reinforced the fact that our
Forward deployed (forces), our
‘first to fight,” are trained and
ready. And we will be for the
forseeable futura™ -

But, he added, therg are chal-
lenpges caused by reduced
hudgets., ‘

“We have to walk a very deli-
cate line in balancing readiness,

Pacific Stars
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modernization and quality of
life,” he said.

The latter, he said, “remains
very high on our priorities list.”

Skellum arrived in South Ko-
rea late Monday at the invita-
tion of his ROK counterpart,
Gen. Kim Jin-ho, to discuss the
security situation on the penin-
sula with American and Souath
Korean officials. -

Shelton suid he had discussed

the ROK-T1.S. military alliance
and reaffirmed for his South
Korean hosts America's firm
comnmitment to that alltance
and 10 maintaining peace and
stability on the peninsula and

& Stripes

throughout the Pacific.

He said he found US. and
ROK troops "absolulely frst
class in every respect.”

“Living canditions (for Amer-
ican tropps) here are harsh,
training is touph, Bamily separa-
tion is oying at times,” he said,
“But (the troops) have done an
absolutely cutstanding job and
I've been totally impressed with
what I've observed.” _

On Tuesday, South Korean
Presidemt Kim Das-jung pre-
sened Shelvon with the Onder
of National Security Merit
Tong-il Medal.

Washington Post
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New Sanctions Freeze Assets In Yugoslavia
Investment Ban May Follow In Bid to End Ethnic Violence

By William Drozdiak
Washington Post
Foreign Service

ROME, April 29—Seeking
to defuse the threat of another
Balkan war, the United States
and major European powers
today decided to impose fresh
sanctions against Yugoslavia
because of its continuing sup-
pression of ethnic Albanians in
Kosovo.

After a marathon meeting
that lasted well into the even-
ing, senior officials agreed to
an immediate freeze of Yugo-
sfavia's assets to be followed by
a ban on foreign investments
within 10 days unless Yugoslav
President Slobodan Milosevic
withdraws his security police

and opens unconditional talks
on Kosovo's future.

In a bow toward European
pleas for more positive incen-
tives, the representatives from
the United States, Russia, Ger-
many, Britain, France and Italy
promised to lift economic
sanctions and  reintegrate
Yugoslavia into the interna-
tional economy once Milosevic
shows greater willingness to
cooperate with their demands.

The group said the freeze on
assets would be reversed if
Yugoslavia accepted outside
mediation of the Kosovo dis-
pute by former Spanish prime
minister Felipe Gonzalez.

If Belgrade consents to
Gonzalez's role, the six nations

said they would promote
Yugoslavia's reintegration into
international ~ bodies  from
which it was expelled, such as
the Organization for Security
and Cooperation in Europe.

Kosovo is an impoverished
southern province of Serbia,
the dominant republic of what
is left of Yugoslavia. The long-
simmering dispute there be-
tween its ethnic Albanian ma-
jority and minority Serbs
erupted in late February when
Serbian forces launched a
crackdown on Albanian sepa-
ratist guerrillas. Serbian forces
have killed more than 150
people, many of them women
and children, in the province in
the past two months.
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Setbian forces say they are
targeting Albanian “terrorists"
.bent on carving out an inde-
pendent state in a province that
Serbians have controlled for
centuries. Kosovo was an
autonomous region  within
Yugoslavia before Milosevic
imposed direct rule in 1989..

The laborious compromise
reached here tonight only
partly concealed the fissures
among the six Balkans "contact
group” powers about how to
deal with the crisis.

Russia refused to endorse
further sanctions and dissoci-
ated itself from the freeze on
Yugostavia's assets.

The United States had
threatened to disband the group
and adopt a more independent
policy unless the other mem-
bers endorsed a tougher ap-
proach.

But it remained unclear
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whether the array of carrots and
sticks would persuade the
Yugoslav authorities to ease
their crackdown against ethnic
Albanians, who comprise 90
percent of Kosovo's 2 million
people.

At previous meetings in
London and Bonn, the six
powers prescribed an arms em-
bargo against Yugoslavia and
wamed that other sanctions
would foilow unless Milosevic
accepted their advice.

But the Yugoslav leader has
sconed outside pressure and
moved extra security forces
into Kosovo.

Reflecting uncertainty
within the Clinton administra-
tion about the next phase in the

crisis, Robert Gelbard, the chief
U.S. mediator for the Balkans
who participated in today's
meeting, refused to answer
questions about its outcome or
to comment whether the results
were sufficient to avoid an
American walkout from the
contact group.

French and German partici-
pants, however, acknowledged
the situation in Kosovo 1s
worsening and there is no clear
sign that the group's proposals
would elicit greater cooperation
from Milosevic.

In recent days, the fighting
in Kosovo has intensified and
raised fears that the violence
could spill over into neighbor-
ing Albania and Macedonia --

where many ethnic Albanians
also live.

Greece and Turkey, which
remain at odds over Cyprus and
other sovereignty issues in the
Aegean Sea, could also become
embroiled in a regional conflict
pitting Orthodox  Christians
against Muslims.

In Kosovo today, Serbian
police said they shot to death a
guerrilla suspect who fired on
them during the funeral of
three ethnic Albanians killed
this week by the Yugoslav
army. Albanian Prime Minister
Fates Nano urged NATO to
consider the emergency de-
ployment of troops along the

this week of violating its air-
space by sending helicopters
over the border in hot pursuit
of Kosovo separatists -- a
charge denied by Belgrade.

The six contact group mem-
bers say they agree on the goal
of persuading Yugoslavia to
withdraw its security forces and
to open negotiations with
Kosovo's Albanian leaders in
the presence of foreign media-
tors.

Milosevic has balked at an
international presence, saying
that Kosovo is an internal mat-
ter. He recently held a referen-
dum in which 95 percent of
Yugoslay voters purportedly

New York Times

Yet Another Act in the Balkan Tragedy

By Chris Hedges

PRISTINA, Yugoslavia --
At noon a convoy of a dozen
cars, carrying men with faces
painted black and red, wound
its way through the streets of
this city. The automatic assault
rifles cradled in their arms
poked through the windows as
stunned onlookers gawked.
“This is a warning that if we
continue to ask for independ-
ence, we will die,” said a 37-

| year-old woman who watched

the cars pass and asked to re-
main unidentified. "The only
thing the Serbs offer us now is
terror."”

The Balkans have been re-
visited by the dark specter of
ethnic warfare, complete with
masked  paramilitaries  un-
leashed by the Serbian state
and accountable to no cne for

their actions, Serbian soldiers

and policemen who surround
villages and blast away with
cannon, leaving civilians dead,
and a state-run media campaign
seemingly intended to whip up
hatred among Serbs against
another ethnic group. To round
off the sadly familiar scenario,
European  diplomats and
Washington are arguing over
what to do about a crisis it may
be too late to solve.

"The red lights were flash-
ing in Kosovo for a decade," a
European diplomat said, "but
nobody bothered to act. The
situation, as we saw in Bosnia
at the start of the war, has de-
teriorated so rapidly that there

is little, short of outside inter-
vention, that will stop a war.
Kosovo is lost."

The Serbian province of
Kosovo -- where 90 percent of
the 2 million people are ethnic
Albanians -- is looking more
and more like Bosnia. Serbian
policemen in bulletproof vests
have set up light machine guns
behind sandbags at checkpoints

‘and are often shot at by rebels

who sneak down to the roads
under the cover of new foliage.
Attack  helicopters  thunder
along the rugged, mountainous
border with Albania in search
of gun-runners and rebel bands.

The rap-rap-rap of auto-
matic-weapons fire punctuates
the deathly quiet of the coun-
tryside, and there are now
roads, including some a few
miles from the provincial
capital, Pristina, that are too
dangerous to travel.

Villages like Prekaz, Broce,
Kopilig, Vojnik, Turicvac,
Lausa and Jashanica are
marked with gutted, burned
and abandoned houses. Ethnic
Albanians stand glumly at
checkpoints, showing identifi-
cation papers to the police.
Buses and trucks are often
stopped and searched, and it is
not unusual for passengers and
drivers to feel a few blows
from the clubs wielded by the
police. The police, after de-
manding to see press creden-
tials from foreign reporters,
have been ripping them up,
tossing them out and turning

northern border of his country.  packed his stand.
Albania accused Yugoslavia' - -
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reporters away.

The fighters in the Kosovo
Liberation Army, who issued a
statement this week denounc-
ing a negotiated settlement of
the separatist struggle, saunter
through villages with a cocki-
ness, and often belligerence,
that borders on the suicidal. As
their ranks swell, and as weap-
ons come by pack mule over
the border from Albania, there
is a dangerous belief among the
rebels that an independent
Kosovo is just months away. A
few days ago, a group of
guerrillas sent down a note to
the police at one checkpoint
daring the Serbs to come and
get them.

"We know what we are do-
ing," a rebel fighter on the road
near the village of Lausa said.
"We are getting fighters with
experience into Kosovo. We
are getting organized. We will
be areal army."

The rebels, who are fighting
for an independent state in
Kosovo, were a shadowy group
whose existence was disputed
even a few months ago. But on
Feb. 28 the Serbian special
police opened a bloody coun-
terinsurgency sweep that left
more than 80 dead, at least half
of them women, children and
the elderly. The attack ignited
the current insurrection, driving
hundreds of men into the arms
of the rebel movement.

The Yugoslav president,
Slobodan Milosevic, defying
Western calls for military and
special police units to be with-
drawn, has sent hundreds of
reinforcements, along  with
tanks, artillery and missile

launchers, to the border with
Albania. The state-run press is
filled with reports of atrocities
carried out by ethnic Albani-
ans, many of which appear to
be unfounded, and coverage of
the attacks against the police.
Vecernje Novosti, a daily
newspaper in Belgrade, re-
ported Wednesday that several
Serbs had been kidnapped near
the Albanian border.

In a referendum last week,
Serbs overwhelmingly rejected
any foreign mediation in the
conflict, another blow to inter-
national efforts to stop the vio-
lence.

The linguistic, cultural and
religious differences -- most
ethnic Albanians are Muslims -
- mean that ethnic Albanians
are far'more estranged from the
Serbs than the Croats and
Muslims who inhabit Bosnia
and share the language of
Serbo-Croatian with the Serbs.

Clashes with the police and
military occur daily. Last week
25 ethnic Albanians were killed
in a shootout with army troops
as they tried to bring in weap-
ons from Albania. Three more
ethnic Albanians were gunned
down on Monday, bringing the
death toll to more than 150
people in two months. After the
funeral for the three men
Wednesday, witnesses said the
Serbian police had fired on
departing mourners, killing one
man.

Besim Shala, 25, from
Broja, 20 miles northwest of
Pristina, said he saw his village
come under a Serbian grenade
attack last week. He fled with
his wife, two children and sev-
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eral neighbors, one of whom
was wounded by a piece of
shrapnel. The frightened fami-
lies hid in the undergrowth
until dark.

"I and my two brothers de-
cided to sneak back after the
shelling stopped and it was
dark to see if our home was
damaged," Shala said. "When
we got to the house, we saw
that our sheds had been flat-
tened and there were huge

holes in the roof. We flicked on
a lighter inside the house to see
how it looked and immediately
the police began to shoot. My
brother Avni was badly
wounded."

The army, which says one
of the men recently captured
crossing the border was a for-
mer officer in the old Yugoslav
army, appears to view most
Albanians as "terrorists."

Serbian officials, trying to

defend their harsh tactics, have
displayed crates of captured
weapons, including 400 AK-47
assault rifles, to reporters and
diplomats. Many of the assault
rifles were still in the original
boxes and covered with the
protective grease applied by the
manufacturer.

Fadilj Dabicaj, 39, who said
he had been captured by the
army, told the Serbian televi-
sion that he, along with 1,000

other volunteers, had received
weapons and training at a
training camp at Tropoje. He
said the camp was commanded
by a nephew of the former Al-
banian president, Sali Berisha. |

The Albanian government
has denied aiding the rebels,
but Belgrade's accusations and
threats have grown more
heated in recent days and the
buildup on the border worries
many Western envoys.

Fears Grow For Serb
Villagers In Kosovo

By Tom Walker

FEARS are mounting for
eight Serb villagers in Kosovo
territory controlled by ethnic
Albanian guerrillas. Reliable
sources said they believed at
least two had been killed, but
the Kosovo Liberation Army
(UCK) yesterday guaranteed
the safety of civilians, and de-
manded its inclusion in peace
talks.

In a statement timed to
coincide with the mediation
meeting in Rome of the six--
nation <Contact Group for
Yugoslavia, the UCK threat-
ened violence for as long as
Serb  “invaders” were in

London Times

Kosovo,

There is growing evidence
that the shadowy army has a
hardline element from across
the border in Albania and that
it is prepared to abandon the
pacifist policies extolled by the
Democratic League of Kosovo
{LDK), the main Albaman po-
litical party in the province.

“Any agreement without
us will not be valid and will be
punished,” the statement said
of peace talks with Belgrade.
“We call on the government of
Kosovo to give us money for
national liberation. Cowards of
defeatism and anarchy should
leave.” The last sentence was
said to refer to lbrahim
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Rugova, the LDK leader often
likened to Gandhi, who has
never admitted links to the
UCK.

The missing Serbs live in
villages east of the highway
from Pec to Dakovica, a trian-
gle of territory surrounded by
Serbian police and the Yugo-
slav Army.

An Orthodox priest in the
area, attempting to mediate
with the Albanians, said he
feared Serbs were being taken
to an alleged UCK command
centre in the village of Glog-
jane and being tortured.

“l saw the bruises of one
man detained there myself,” he
said. “It is very worrisome.” He

recounted how three brothers
returned to the village to find
feed for their cattle, only for
their house to be surrounded by
UCK guerrillas. “They were
attacked from all sides,” he
said. “They were kicked even
by their former neighbours.”
Reporters who yesterday
found tracks circumventing
UCK lines of defence were
confronted by fighters wvery
different from those nearer the
Serb positions. They wore or-
ange-flecked uniforms  with
black masks bearing the UCK
badge and carried new Kalash-
nikovs. Their accents were said

to be typical of northern Alba-
nia.
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N. Korean Calls for Better Ties with South

SEOUL—In a rare public statement, Communist North Korean
leader Kim Jong Il has called for improving ties with rival South
Korea, the North’s media reported yesterday. But Kim insisted
that South Korea's capitalist government abolish its national
security laws and disband its intelligence agency to make peace
with its northern neighbor, a demand already rejected by Seoul.

“We must improve the relations between the North and tl;e
South in order to achieve the great unity of our nation,” Kim said
Tuesday in a statement. “All the Koreans in the North, South and
abroad must visit one another, hold contacts, promote dialogue

and strengthen solidarity.”

It was the first time the reclusive leader had stated a policy
toward South Korea since he was elected general secretary of the
ruling Korean Workers’ Party in October.

Lockheed undercut
Boeing on missile

Lockheed Martin’s winning
bid over Boeing to produce the
_Air Force’s new stealthy cruise
missile was about 45 percent
lower than the service antici-
pated, a Pentagon official said.

Washington Times
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» DOLE HONORED: Former Senate majority leader Bob Dole, R-
"Kan,, received the Pentagon's Distinguished Public Service Medal for
his heroism and courage as a soldier and civilian. Doie’s combat

wounds in World War II cost him the use of his right hand.

Inside The Pentagon
Thurmond's Chat Room

April 30, 1998
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The Senate Armed Services Committee will hear testimony from Deputy Defense Secretary John Hamre and others in a June 2 hearing
on cyber defense, according to a news release from panel chairman Sen. Strom Thurmond (R-5C). The session was prompted by recent
reports of successful intrusions into Pentagon computer systems and increasing concern over the Year 2000 date conversion problem.
“In the age of the modern battlefield, our forces increasingly rely on information, and it is absolutely critical that we begin to examine
how to best protect this critical element of our warfighting ability,” Thurmond said. “We cannot accept continued breaches of DOD
computer systems due to hackers, or the collapse of DOD’s command and control systems because the administration has not taken
necessary steps to solve the Y2K."
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Creating Professional Bosnian Media

Bosnia's media, especially radio and television, held a particu-
lar place of infamy in that country. Broadcast propaganda helped
foment the ethnic hatred that led to war, and today it is impeding
peace and reconciliation,

Most Bosnian press and broadcast media are biased and
dreary, controlled by whatever political party holds power. But
thanks to funding and training from such groups as the Agency for
International Development, the BBC, George Soros” Open Society
Institute and various European governments, there are now also
independent voices.

The challenge for Bosnia and for the international community
is to help keep these new media active after NATO troops leave,
and to improve the state television and radio stations that are the
main source of news for Bosnians.

Instead of training in English, programs should use experi-
enced journalists who speak the local language and understand
local problems.

A new French-financed course to be taught by local journalists
is promising.

But training alone is not going to solve the problem of the
politicians' hold on Bosnia's airwaves. Licenses are dispensed
according to political criteria.

Especially in the Croatian sector, which is controlled by viru-
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lenit nationalists, some television and radio stations still incite
people to block the return of refugees or call those who work with
other ethnic groups "traitors."

Bosnia needs the equivalent of a Federal Communications
Commission to allocate licenses -- which are public property --
without regard to politics and impose reasonable regulation of the
airwaves. But a new proposal by the Office of the High Represen-
tative, the international civilian authority running Bosnia, poses
potential dangers.

A new temporary media commission will not only give out
licenses, it will be able to fine or shut down stations that do not
comply with standards the High Representative is drafting.

The commission, like America's system, should be able to can-
cel or suspend the licenses of stations that broadcast direct incite-
ments to violence if a diligent review process open to all parties
establishes a pattern of such abuse. Licensing requirements should
include the airing of competing viewpoints. But the commission
should not venture further into regulating the content of broadcast-
ing, and should stick to its plan not to regulate the print media. If
the commission appears to be imposing Western-backed censor-
ship, it will viclate democratic principles, enrage Bosnian citizens
and encourage neighboring dictators to strengthen their hold on
the media.

Just Say No

Long Island Newsday
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The Senate Seems Intent On Expanding NATO, A Provocative Act That Should Be Rejected.

The Senate is now debating seriously and at sotne length one
of the most important foreign policy decisions this nation has

faced in years: whether to expand NATO to include Poland, Hun-

gary and the Czech Republic. Nothing said in the debate has
changed this page's opinion that expanding NATO is a fundamen-
tally wrong choice.

If you want to appreciate just how wrongheaded the entire ef-
fort is, consider what Sen. Joseph Biden (D-Del.) told the Senate:
that Russia doesn't reatly mind NATO's expanding toward its bor-
ders. Opponents have pointed out to Biden that such hard-liners as
former U.S. ambassador to the Soviet Union George Kennan, the
father of containment; Jack Matlock Jr., a Reagan-era ambassador
to the Soviet Union; and hard-line guru Richard Pipes, a key ad-
viser to Ronald Reagan on policy toward the Soviet Union, all say
this move is viewed as a serious threat by Russians. Biden should
at least be honest and admit NATO expansion is an "in your face”
gesture to Moscow. And then he should explain why it makes any
sense to take such an approach to Russia at this point in history.

The opposition has also correctly asked where this policy will
lead. If NATO expansion stops after encompassing these three
nations, won't a new line dividing Europe have been drawn? And
if expansion continues, does anybody really believe the Russians
will gracefully accept NATO's -burgeoning to its borders? And
what will that expansion do to the need for cooperation between
Russia and the United States on issues such as control of nuclear
arms and handling of regional disputes, like those in the Balkans
and the Persian Gulf?

Every indication is that the Senate will give this treaty amend-
ment the necessary twothirds majority it needs for ratification.
Expanding NATO is politically popular even if it doesn't make
sense from the perspective of U.S. interests. The arguments in
favor of expansion have been generally slogans about the need to
stabilize the new democracies in eastern Europe or prevent future
conflicts there. But New York's Sen. Daniel Patrick Moynihan
warns that NATO expansion will only increase Russia's reliance
on nuclear weapons. How is that in anybody's interest?

Boston Globe

Worse Than The Missile Gap
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By David Nyhan
Globe Columnist

Fifty Scud missiles adapted
to spread anthrax. Plus 2,100
gallons of the deadly germ war-
fare agent. Toss in a shade un-
der four tons of VX, a dreadful
nerve gas close to what terror-
ists briefly sowed in Tokyo
subways.

This is the kind of stuff
Saddam Hussein's government
lied about, then owned up to
owning. You know there's
more and worse stuff hidden in
the so-called "presidential pal-

aces."

Those palaces are not Bal-
moral Castle or Windsor, the
turreted theme park tucked atop
a hill surrounded by shops and
theaters in suburban England.

The lraqi dictator's hideouts
"could be several hundred
buildings" all told if he ever
stops adding on to them, in the
estimate of Secretary of De-
fense Bill Cohen. And these
hiding places for devilish
weaponry amount to "monu-
ments to the most extreme kind
of egocentrism there is."

A century that closed the

bloody books on Hitler, Stalin,
and Pol Pot winds down with a
disheartening potential for

widespread use of chemical

and biological weapons, "the
weapons of the future” now
that some sort of rough stasis
exists in nuclear weaponry.
While the media were ob-
sessing on Paula-Monica-and-
whomever, the serious work of
government ground on. And
President Clinton's recent bed-
side reading, Cohen said in a
recent interview, included a
scary novel called "The Cobra
Event," by Richard Preston,
who also wrote "The Hot Zone"
about an Ebola virus outbreak.

A part-time novelist in his
own right, Cohen said Clinton

‘was stunned by "Cobra" and its

explication, using previously
classified material, of just how
vulnerable modern socicties are
to cheap, hard-to-detect lab-
produced weapons of mass
destruction.

On the morning of April
10, when the news industry
was throwing its typical hissy
fit about what went on, or did-
n't go on, when the deor to the
Oval Office swung shut, the
president’s Cabinet met on a
more serious item of public
business.

"Pretty threatening" is how




THURSDAY, April 30, 1998

Cohen reprised the briefing the
executive branch's top people
received. They heard a crash
course in how easy it is to
manufacture, buy, hide, or em-
ploy chemical and biological
weapons. "Devastation can take
place in such a short time," said
Cohen later that moming. "It
should frighten anyone.”

In March, without public
notice, about 40 top US gov-
ernment officials took part in a
mock war game. The exercise
supposed that mythical terror-
ists spread a hybrid biological
warfare  agent  resembling
smallpox along the Mexican
border.

Thousands of hypothetical
citizens died; the news trig-
gered panic along the border.
Hospitals were overwhelmed.
The response of law enforce-
ment, the military, public
health officials, and politicians
was confused, hesitant, incon-

counter-productive.

It showed that the United
States is not ready to defend its
population against any of the
new harrors of the postnuclear
age. And the exercise got
Clinton's attention, even if
much of the media and the
scandal-absorbed public dwell
on less substantial fare.

Bacteria like anthrax can be
"the weapon of the future,”

admitted Cohen, whose job it is
to keep our borders intact and
our citizens safe, not just here,
but everywhere else he can
reasonably project America's
military might.

For openers, Clinton de-
manded that the military come
up with some kind of quick-
response team, and the policy
is now laid down. Ten different
National Guard units around
the nation will be designated as
"first responders,” meaning that
when some kind of unidentified

stink bomb goes off some-
where, these specially trained
citizen-soldiers will be acti-
vated and dispatched.

There have been enough
movies and TV shows on the
theme of the Blob from Outer
Space that Americans are used
to having the dickens scared
out of them. Cohen's chore is to
ratchet up public awareness to
the point where that translates
to congressional approval of
cash for containing this kind of
threat.

The way it works in D.C. -
whether Congress is run by
Republicans or Democrats, the
game's the same - is that the
dough goes to the squeakiest
wheel. So if a certain kind of
military airplane is built in
Newt  Gingrich's  Georgia
neighborhood, we buy hun-
dreds of these particular air-
planes, whether the Air Force
wants them or not.

leader Trent Lott's favorite
charity is the shipbuilding out-
fit in his state of Mississippi,
the Navy gets all kinds of
floating machinery built in
Mississippi, whether the admi-
rals want the damn things or
not.

Since the only guy we
know for sure stockpiling an-
thrax hangs out in Iraq, it's not
yet clear from what quarter the
anthrax-fighting  lobby  will

emerge. But you can be sure
that if the pot gets sweet
enough, the anthrax busters
will have an army of Gucci-
shod sweet-talkers greasing the
ways for bug-busting.

But it is hard to get the me-
dia's attention long enough to
make the argument that a can
of anthrax poses a ot more of a
threat to the republic than Bill
Clinton's libido.

David Nvhan is a Globe
columnist.

sistent, and in some cases

And since Senate majority

Fort Worth Star-Telegram

Closing Bases

Defense Secretary William Cohen has tossed a new suggestion
into the lingering controversy about future rounds of military

base-closings.

Pleading once again last weekend for Congress to plan a round
of base-closings for 2001 and another in 2005, Cohen attempted
to shortstop the usual congressional unhappiness about President
Clinton's political tinkering with the process in 1995-96, attempt-
ing to sway voters in Texas and California by interfering with

plans to close bases in those states.

Cohen advised Congress to remove the president (it wouldn't
be Clinton in 2001, anyway) from the equation by "rewriting the

rules."”

Cohen is focused, once again, on the money that could be
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saved ($21 billion, he says) by closing redundant bases -- bases
kept alive by Congress mostly because they provide jobs in this or

that congressional district aithough they may not be needed for the
nation's defense. That money, he says, could be directed instead at

new military hardware and weapons systems (Joint Strike Fight-

ers, new atrcraft carriers, surface ships, helicopters) to keep
America's forces a step ahead of any potential foe.

Amid a certain amount of pain, the base closings of 1991 and
1993 worked. The vibrant economy has helped soften the blow for
affected communities. The base-closing machinery -- originally

suggested by Rep. Dick Armey, R-Texas, more than a decade ago

-- removes most of the politics.
Cohen's challenge to a reluctant Congress is to remove more

politics and use base closings to get on with the job of moderniz-

ing America’s armed forces despite budget restraints.

Washington Times

Missing
missile
defenses

MONA CHAREN

n times of peace and prosperi-
ty, it is difficult to focus people’s
minds on seemingly distant
threats or dangers. For a few
brief hours last month, we thought
we had detected a potentially cata-
strophic meteor heading Earth’s
way, but that turned out to be a false
alarm. Had our meteoric menace
been real, it would certainly have
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given a boust to space-based
defense funding. But now, we've
returned to our sleepy complacen-
cy.
There are other dangers out
there. They don’t grab headlines
like an intergalactic stalker, but they

‘could threaten huge numbers of

Americans with nuclear, chemical
and biological death.

Most Americans are under the
comforting misimpression that the
United States already has the means
to defend itself against ballistic mis-
siles. When Gen. Charles Horner,
former head of US. Space Com-
mand, took visitors on tours of
Cheyenne Mountain in Colorado,
most were surprised to learn that
the United States has the capacity to
detect a missile launched at our
country but abseolutely no ability to
stop it. Our only option is that of
retaliation.

Pg. 19

When President Ronald Reagan
proposed an anti-missile defense
system to protect the American pop-
ulation in the 1980s, he was met
with disdain and furious opposition
from the Democratic Party and the

_opinion elites. His idea was scorned

as needliessly provocative as well as
technically impossible. What Mr.
Reagan called the Strategic Defense
Initiative was immediately carica-
tured and dismissed as “star wars.”

When the Soviet empire col-
lapsed in the early 1990s, the Bush
administration scaled back funding
for anti-missile defenses, focusing
only on battlefield systems such as
the Patriot missile, which was
deployed (rather unsuccessfully, as
it turns out) against Iraqi Scuds in
the Gulf war.

But while the Soviet Union is
gone, the threat from missile attack
is not. As former CIA Director R.
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James Woolsey putit on a videotape
distributed by the Center for Secu-
rity Policy, “It’s as if we'd been in a
45-year struggle with a dragon. We
have killed the dragon and now find
ourselves in a jungle full of poiso-
nous snakes. In a way, the dragon
was easier to keep track of”

And Mr. Woolsey is specific. Who
are the snakes? “Iran, Iraq, North
Korea, Hezbollah, Om Shimriku”
All of these nations and groups, with
technical help and materiel from
Russia and China, have well-devel-
oped missile programs. Irag and
Libya, of course, are seeking to
acquire every weapon of mass
destruction they can lay their hands
Ofl.

We continue to stand naked
before missiles launched by any

aggressor, as well as those launched
accidentally. And we do 56 as amat-
ter of national policy.

Since the signing of the Anti-Bal-
listic Missile Treaty in 1972, it has
been official U.S. policy not to
defend our population against mis-
sile attack. The doctrine of Mutual
Assured Destruction was our shield.

Whatever the merits of that
approach during the Cold War (Mr.
Reagan found it immoral), we are

now living by a treaty signed with a

nation that no longer exists.
Moreover, as a front-page story in
The Washington Post makes clear,
the investment in missile defense
technologies has taken us seven-

eighths of the way down the road to
a deployable system. We need only
to finish the job. “There are no more
scientific unknowns from this
point,” Shell Wald, a Raytheon
weapons specialist, told The Post.
“It’s just a matter of straight engi-
neering. We are so close. I could
taste it. It’s no longer a question of
if, but when.”

When, though, is a political
question, not a military or techno-
logical one. The Clinton adminis-
tration would prefer to rely on
arms-control agreements, like the
Chemical Weapons Treaty, and
limits on technology transfers.
(Though the recent decision by the
president to approve the transfer
of missile guidance technology to
China, against the advice of the
Pentagon, would seem to vitiate
that claim.)

Treaties have never inhibited
aggressors in the past and will not
do so in the future. By not moving
forward on missile defense, we are
wasting the billions already invest-
ed and failing the American people.

Mona Charen is a nationally syn-
dicated columnist.

Washington Post
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MARY McGRORY

Two Schools of Thought

he Washington of the
T somebodies and the
Washington of the nobodies
were much on display last weekend.
The somebodies—beginning with the
president—gathered at the White
House Correspondents’ Dinner, a
delirium of glitz and din with Paula
"Jones at the heart of it wearing a dress
that belied her yearning to be taken for
“Rebecca of Sunnybrook Farm.”

Some of the other women attending
the surnmit of spinners and spun were
overdressed, others unnervingly
under-dressed. Hollywood, which feels a
deep kinship with the Clinton White
House, was much in evidence. Star-
gawking by and of the powerful was the
recreation while the goal, as always, was
the pursuit of power.

The next day’s action was in Lafayette
Park and it couldn’t have been more
different. These people were not trying to
open doors like the folks at the Hilton
dinner, they were trying to shut a school,

“ahideous relic of the Cold War called the

School of the Americas. Its graduates
have participated in the worst murders,
slaughters and atrocities in Central
America for 20 years. The gathering,
convened by the School of the Americas
‘Watch, was liberally sprinkled with

“seniors and people wearing jeans or

habits, the livery of those seeking justice.

They had conscientiously counted
thernselves—1,350, they said, and there
was 1o counter-report from the police.
They listened with aching attentiveness
‘to dozens of speeches made by unknown
orators. Alan Nairn, a writer and activist,
brought them to cheers with his call for
truth commissions in Guatemala,
Honduras and other luckless recipients of
the savageries of Fort Benning graduates.
The leadership of SOA Watch was
depleted. Father Roy Bourgeais, its
famous director, is once again in jail, this
time for criminal trespass on government
property last November. Watch office
director Carol Richardson is also in
prison for the same offense. Her
daughter, Heather Dean, carried on,
armed with three clipboards and a head
full of murderous alumni names.

The cormmmander in chief would have
been better off in the park, hearing things
that might have stiffened his spine to
stand up to the Pentagon for once. At his
party, he made a brittle speech. To his
credit, he did not end with the customary
flourish about the wonder of

fraternization between hunters and prey.
Instead, he praised Helen Thomas, who
got an award for being a fine reporter and
authentic human being. The first lady got
her first standing ovation from the
press—for showing up after five hours of
interrogation by independent counsel
Kenneth Starr, The buzz was about her
chances of not being indicted.

In the park, there was raging
conviction. These people, many seniors
arnong them, were ready to go tojail for
their belief that School of the Americas is
a Cold War leftover that makes us the ally
of torturers, rapists and killers. Last year,
they came within four votes of winning in
the House. A last-minute push from the
Pentagon saved the school. Unexpected
names were among the ayes, none more
conspicuous than Rep. Frank Wolf
{(R-Va.), a tireless charnpion of human
rights on every issue from right to life to
Tibet. He said he was persuaded by a
House Appropriations staff that
proposed a new curriculum.

“They deserve another chance,” says
Walf. “If we don’t tell them about human
rights, how will they know?”

Jack Nelson-Pallmeyer of the
University of St. Thomas in Minnesota,
said he thought the selfsacrifice of older
religious has its effect. He has writtena
book called “School for Assassins” and he
thinks the contrast of blameless seniors
doing time while the U.S +rained
perpetrators of mass murder and torture
are still free is bound to get to the
taxpayers. Take 70-vear-old Sister Rita
Steinhagen of Minneapolis and the order
of St. Joseph of Carondelet, whoisina
federal pen and a heroine in her town,

Sister Rita’s sisters were part of the
entertainment, a guerrilla pageant, with
gigantic figures on stilts, wearing
grotesque masks, acting out the
atrocities. The sisters sang a haunting
requiem as the coffins were carried off.

Rep. Joe Kennedy (D-Mass.) still leads
the fight against the school. He recently
called Father Bourgeois in jail. He was in
handcuffs; someone had to hold the
phene for him. He was in the hole for
refusing to work.

Of course the larger crime was the
Reagan policy of “Better dead than red,”
with Elliott Abrams of the State .
Department defending Salvadoran death
squads. While the demonstrators were
on the Hill on Menday, word came thata
Guatemalan bishop, Juan Gerardi
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Conedera, who had just completed a
report on human rights abuses in his
country, had been brutally murdered. It
was another reminder that what Central
Americans don't need is more “trairing”
of a military that thinks anything is
justified in the name of the status quo.
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Wall Street Journal

Mandeld mamed Gen. Siphiwe Nyanda, a
former guerrilla leader, as South Africa’s
first black military chief. His predecessor, a.
white holdover from the apartheid era, quit’
recently after Mandela rejected an army|
report saying Nyanda was plotting a coup.

Israel formally opened the celebration of
Pg. 1 the 50th anniversary of its founding, with
security tight and Palestinians barred from
entering. Meanwhile, Arafataccepted a U.S.
proposal for an Israeii pullout from about
13% of the West Bank, putting pressure on-
Netanyahu before London talks next week.

Dallas Morning News

Bioterrorism
Though probability seems low, U.S. should
be prepared

A recent drill conducted by officials in Washington suggests
that terrorist bombs may be child’s play when compared to the
introduction of germ warfare. And the danger soars when Wash-
ington’s lack of foresight is taken into account.

“There is still no overarching federal blueprint for response,”
says Richard A. Falkenrath, executive director of the Center for
Science and International Affairs at Harvard University. “What
you have now are mostly grass-roots efforts springing up in a
wide range of agencies.”

That’s incredible. But now that new lessons have been
learned in a “what if?” scenario that posited biological warfare
along the U.S.-Mexico border, the government must take new
steps. Against the backdrop of Pan Am 107, deadly sarin gas at-
tacks on the Tokyo subway and the devastation achieved at the
World Trade Center and Oklahoma City, it would be foolhardy to
assume that germ warfare will never occur.

President Clinton reportedly is about to issue two new
“presidential decision directives” to guard against chemical, bio-
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logical or cyberweapon attacks on the United States. That’s a
start. But while he’s at it, he should name a national anti-
terrorism coordinator to monitor interagency disputes that could
turn deadly in real life.

Even more horrifying than the loss of thousands of lives, an
incident of germ warfare could trigger social breakdown and eco-
nomic meltdown. That’s why the government should not hesitate
to begin implementing these measures, among others:

¢ Beef up local capacity to respond. Keep an updated list
of trained medical personnel who could be immunized and sent
into an infected community to render aid. Stockpile the capacity
to produce antidotes, vaccines and antibiotics.

» Implement a system that helps ensure that other coun-
tries are complying with a 1972 treaty banning biological weap-
ons.

®  Address the difficult question of quarantine laws and
regulations throughout the United States,

The allure of terrorism lies in its ability to instill fear through
a single bloody act. Yet biological terrorism that can victimize
thousands over a prolonged period of time could destroy a na-
tion’s resolve much more effectively.

If the merchants of a new form of terror are to be discour-
aged, it is up to the federal government to demonstrate its readi-
ness for the worst that evildoers can concoct.

-+

Achilles
heel of the
military

HARRY SUMMERS

n its drive to prepare for the

battlefields of the 21st century,

the U.S. military may be unwit-

tingly exposing its Achilles’
heel to our adversaries. This could
prove fatal, for the search for such
a vuinerability is at the heart of mil-
itary strategy.

In Homer's “liiad,” Paris, the son
of the Trojan king, discovered that
Achilles, the invincible Greek war-
rior, had a vulnerable spot. When
Achilles was an infant, his mother
had dipped him inte the river Styx
to make him immortal, but she'd
neglected to submerge the heel by
which she held him. An arrow to
that heel brought him down during
the Trojan War.

The great military theorist Carl
von Clausewitz called such points of
vulnerability “centers of gravity”
and “the hub of all power and move-

Washington Times

ment, on which everyumuny depends
[and] the point against which all our
energies should be directed”” Tan-
gible centers of gravity, he said,
include the enemy’s army, the army
of his protector and his capital city.
Destroy or capture them, and if
they are indeed true centers of
gravity, victory will be at hand.
Intangible routes to victory include
the community of interests among
alliances, the personalities of the
leaders and public opinion.

It was the intangible of public
opinion that proved to be America’s
Achilles’ heel during the Vietnam
War. Ironically, this had been our
strength during World War I, when
the entire country mobilized for
war. But in Vietnam, we made a
conscicus decision not to do that.
“Since we wanted to limit the war;”
wrote Secretary of State Dean
Rusk, “we deliberately refrained
from creating a war psychology in
the United States. We did not try to
stir up the anger of the American
people over Vietnam. This may
have been a mistake.”

It was the single greatest mistake
of the war. Influencing public opin-
ion is an American forte, with
Madison Avenue’s ad campaigns
the envy of the worid. Yet, by
default, we were beaten at our own
game. We didn't send movie actors
around the country, whipping up
enthusiasm for the war, said Rusk.

April 30, 1998

Pg. 18

But North Vietnam put movie star
Jane Fonda in the gunner’s seat of
an anti-aircraft gun in Hanoi to
whip up enthusiasm for their side.

As social critic Tom Wolfe put it,
“If the United States was seriously
trying to win the battle of world
public opinion — well, then you had
a real bush-league operation. The
North Vietnamese were the uncon-
tested aces.”

Turning an enemy’s strength
against him is not uncommon, for as
Clausewitz noted in one of his most
profound axioms, “In war the will
is directed against an animate
object that reacts” The first reac-
tion to an enemy strength is the
search for ways to combat it; the
greater the strength, the more
intense the development of coun-
termeasures. Thus, too great a
reliance on a particular strength
can create its own Achilles’ heel, a
phenomenon that may be happen-
ing in America today.

Information Age technology has

taken the lead as our military pre-
pares for the 21st century. Space
platforms, computers, digital com-
munications and other electronic
warfare advances have revolution-
ized the battlefield. Only partially
applied during the Gulf war, the
technology enabled US. comman-
ders to get inside the enemy’s deci-
sion-making loop and paralyze his
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battlefield reactions. All the armed
services are deeply invelved in
Information Age technology, and
the Army now has a test-bed digi-
tal division at Fort Hood, Texas.
But what happens if those elec-
tronics “crash’? You can be sure
that all of our potential adversaries,
and not a few of our erstwhile
“friends,” are working on radio fre-
quency weapons to make just that

happen. “We will have an electron-

ic Pearl Harbor if we do not accept

a wake-up call,” said retired Army
Lt. Gen. Robert L. Schweitzer
before a Joint Congressional Com-
mittee last year. )
And if that were not disturbing

enough, another wakeup call was
sounded last week, when it was
revealed that a team of interna-
tional hackers had broken into the
Pentagon’s computer system that
coordinates the military’s Global
Positioning System used to pinpoint
exact locations, plot field artilery
firing sites and target missiles, and
had stolen some of its software,
which they threatened to sell to ter-
rorist groups. It was the most dan-
gerous attack on the military’s elec-
tronic infrastructure so far.

Three decades ago, the Army’s
Counterintelligence Corps cau-
tioned new agents that “absolute
security spells absolute immobili-

ty.” That CIC warning is particu-
larly relevant in the Information
Age, for the whole value of these
electronic systems depends on
quick and easy user access. Howto
do that without creating an
Achilles’ heel cur enemies can
exploit has become the great
conundrum of the Information
Age.

Harry G. Summers Jr, a retired
US. Army colonel, is a distin--
guished fellow of the Army War Col-
lege and a nationally syndicated
columnist.

At Tomb of the Unknowns,

Pg

war'’s toll may gain a face

By Joe Williams

he stone inscription on
/ the Tomb of the Unknown

Soldier in Ariington Na-

tional Cemetery reads,
“"Here rests in honored glory an
American soldier known only to
God.”

It is beginning to appear, how-
ever, that the Unknown Soldier who
represents America’s doomed effort
in Vietnam may not be so unknown
after all.

Recently, a Pentagon panel rec-
ommended that the remains of the
Vietnam War soldier interred since
1984 in the Tomb of the Unknowns
undergo DNA testing to see whether
the soldier is actually Air Force Lt.
Michael Blassie, missing since a
1972 aircraft crash over An Loc.

CBS News, which broke the story,
has alieged that military officials in
the 1970s tentatively identified the
remains as Blassie's.

Indeed, the state of record-keep-
ing and forensic medicine during
the Vietnam era resulted in the pos-
itive identification of nearly all sol-
dier remains. That was certainly a

blessing in most ways, but it pre-

sented a difficulty 10 authorities un-
der pressure to find the body of an
unidentified American soldier to in-
ter in the Tomb of the Unkncwns.

It was allegedly this pressure that
led authorities in 1980 to withdraw
the provisional identification of the
remains and reclassify them as un-
known.

Since_then, refinements in DNA
technology have made it possible to

determine positively whether these
remains are those of Blassie.

This ability raises a {urther in-
triguing possibility: that the re-
mains of other soldiers in the Tomb
of the Unknowns might also be
identifiable — if not immediately,
perhaps sometime in the future.

The growth in medical technol-
ogy and the development of data-
bases related to tissue typing and
transplant technology might well
mean that the DNA of other un-
known soldiers could someday be
matched to that of their direct de-
scendants.

Some might suggest that, because
we are opening the tomb anyway,
we should go ahead and take DNA
‘samples {rom the remains of the
other three soldiers interred there
— representatives of World Wars |
and {I and the Korean War.

In the case of Blassie, the original
tentative identification — and the
possibility that it was ignored for
‘the sake of expedience — present
compelling reasons to open the
tomb and test the remains. Other-
wise, a shadow would remain per-
petually over the monument, cloud-
ing its meaning.

But to proceed beyond that point
in pursuit of some kind of ghoulish
Ripley's Believe It or Not medical de-
tective story would serve only to
desecrate the greater purpose of the
tomb — symbol since 1921 of hom-
age to those who laid down their
lives for a nation and the ideals it
sirives to represent,

Blassie’s family has requested the

.

Philadelphia Inquirer
April 30, 1998

teturn of the remains, if they are
proved to be his, But the meaning of
that second burial, if it occurs,
would be far different from that of
his first.

It is hard — even impossible — to
imagine that Blassie can ever be in-
terred in another ground with a
fraction of the profound solemnity
that attends the marble site in Ar-
lington, flanked by neoclassic col-
umns and patrolled day and night
by an eiite military honor guard.

Indeed, we have no other monu-
ment that so movingly juxtaposes
the somber authority of the United
States with the evidence of the sac-
rifice that made that authority pos-
sible. '

And that second ceremony would
be tempered by the regrettable cir-
cumstances that made it necessary.

Although military authorities, re-
sourceful as usual, have said they
have other “unknown” remains to
place in the tomb if necessary, they
might do well 10 remember the cur-
rent case and be absolutely certain

Ulat any new unknown remains are
indeed unknown.

This entire episode suggests that
we are probably at the end of the
era of unknown soldiers.

And when soldiers are no longer
disposable commodities but real,
identifiable human beings with
families and pasts, lives and loves,
the act of sending them into dan-
ger's path — always a difficult deci-
sion — will, of necessity, take on a
new gravity.
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Yes to NATO &7,

The debate regarding NATO expansion has prompted thoughtful — and fool-
tsh -~ arguments from both sides.

Although the Clinton administration is the prime mover of the change, it has
fallen to Senators — notably Democrat Joseph Lieberman and Republicans Rich-
ard Lugar and Jesse Helms — to make the principled case for including Hungary,
Poland, and the Czech Republic in NATO. John Warner makes the principled case
against expansion.

As several previous editorials have noted, the question is almost too close to
call. But when the pros and cons are tallied, the ayes have it.

Troubling questions mclude: Who will bear the added costs? Do the U.S. and
the other old-line NATO members have the will to defend the new members? Yet
via expansion NATO, the most successful and enduring Free World alliance ever,
would place Hungary, Poland, and the Czech Republic firmly where they want to
be — and where they belong: among the nations dedicated to defending liberty.
Lieberman says: “These countries are knocking on the door of the family of free-
dom. After all those years of living in effective slavery, they've turned to us [say-
ing], ‘We have the opportumty to express our national will, to be free.” " NATO
expansion also would remind an America periodically tempted by isolationism that
it cannot withdraw.

Some critics oppose the move because it could antagonize Russia and en-
courage Russians nostalgic not for Communism necessarily but for Empire, The
muschievous forces indeed exist. But the threat would persist even if NATO disap-
peared. Moreover, an enlarged NATO will remind all parties — Hungary, Poland,
the Czech Republic, the traditional NATO members, and Russia itself — that
there is no going back.

NATO has expanded before. Spain, for instance, joined after it embraced de-
mocracy. Is the door that opened for Spain to be closed to the former satellites?
The only legitimate alternative to expansion is abolition. If countries liberated in
part because of NATO are to be shunned, then there's no point in maintaining
NATO. For decades the West said to the
victims of Communism, “Keep the faith.

We're with you. This outrage will not
last.”

The faith was kept; the fences feli,
and the wall. NATO played a central role.
If NATO is to continue to play that role
then it must be a NATO not only open to
new members but a NATO altered by
their presence. Expand NATO? Yes —
with this condition: If (1) expansion
proves teo costly, and (2) raises strategic
issues it can't resolve, then the U.S.
should move to abolish an alliance whose
resistance to change will have suggested
its obsolescence.
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against Hezbollah, an Iran-backed
‘guerrilla group. The agent, who
was not identified, returned to Isra-
el last weekend after the govern-
ment put up bail and guaranteed
he would appear for trial in Swit-
zerland. Israel has apologized to
the Swiss for the incident. The oth-
er four operatives were released
after questioning.

USA Today
ISRAEL BAILS OUT SPY: is-

rael paid nearly $2 million in bail
for one of its intelligence agents ar-
rested by Swiss officials during a
bungled spy operation. The agent
was one ¢f five caught trying to
bug an apartment block in a Bern
suburb in February. The operation
was part of an Israeli mission

Journal of Commerce
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Restructure
NATO or
drop it

BY ANTONIN RUSEK

As Congress debates the
North Atlantic Treaty Organiza-
tion's merits this week, the or-
ganization must answer three
questions to justity its exist-
ence: Who is the threat? What
is the threat? How does the al-
liance cope with those threats?

The answers are very impor-
tant for the United States —
especially the American taxpay-
er — because America still sup-
ports most NATO costs and
mission capabilities,

Who is the threat? The im-
portance of NATO's former
main theater of operations —
northeastern and east-central
Europe — has essentially van-,
ished and is of declining im-
portance. Russia is still weak.

Energy is the future name of
the game, and most global en-
ergy resources are in the cres-
cent from the Persian Gulf to
Central Asia.

Access to these resources is
a matter of life and death for
the United States and Western
civilization in general. And this
access Is threatened by three
factors: Chinese expansionism,
Islamic fundamentalism and
Balkan chaos fomented by
rogue states like Serbia.

The nature of the threat is to
deny the United States and the

. West access to ENeIgy re-

SOUrces.

What s the threat? Today
nobody in the world threatens
the United States or its NATO
allies with conventional military
force. The greatest danger is
denied access to the global
economy and resources.

The global economy, fed by
new technologies, instant infor-
mation and global resource
uses, defines what we are to-
day. While knowledge in the
global economy becomes uni-
versal, however, wealth does
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not. Globalization is the advent
of a new age of plenty for
some, but the collapse of a fa-
miliar social order for others.

Human activities are becom-

ing transnational. But that.

means a new threat: individuals
and groups, rather vaguely con-
nected to an established politi-
cal order, seeking goals — eco-
nomic, political, social — that

are hostile to our perception of

civilization. Many of their activ-

ities are criminal, such as the
use of. terrorism, biological
agents, disruption of global
electronic and information net-
works, They aim to destroy the
source of strength of present
civilizations: wealth based on a
global economy.

NATO fails to cope with any
of these threats. Its European
members refuse to participate
in activities outside Northern
Europe. Even in vital areas like
the Balkans, the United States
is left effectively alone. Al-
though Turkey and Israel are
U.S. allies and irreplaceable if
access to energy resqurces is to
be preserved, they are inten-

“tienally left out of the Europe-

an economic integration and
even criticized for their decisive
stand against international ter-
rorism and the [slamic funda-
mentalist onslaught.

Existing NATO structures,

both political and military, are
incapable of coping with these
challenges. NATO in its present
form has outlived its useful-
ness. Its victory in the Cold
War was magnificent, but it
happened seven years ago. To-
day’s NATO serves 1J.S. nation-
al security interests only mar-
ginally, mostly as a refueling
point and troop staging area. It
has become an enormous drag
on U.S. resources desperately
needed elsewhere to meet pow-
er projection and war technolo-
gy challenges in the future.

In the interest of US. na-
tional security and taxpayer
dollars, NATO should be either
substantially restructured to
meet present and future chal-
lenges, or abandoned.

Antonin Rusek Is associate professor of
economtics ar Susquehanna Tniversity
in Selinsgrove. Pa. This article was
distributed by Scripps Howard News
Service.

Washington Times

Embassy Row

by James Morrison

NATO, yes or no

Two new views on the NATO
debate offer supporters and oppo-
nents something to think about.

Paul Goble, a former Soviet
specialist in the Bush administra-
tion, challenges those who argue
the expansion of the alliance will
threaten Russia. He says that
adding new members, while deal-
ing with Moscow as an cbserver
at NATO headquarters, will actu-
ally offer stability to Russian re-
formers.

Former Ambassador Jonathan
Dean argues for a moratorium on
new membership, fearing that
virtually every country in Europe
will want to join the alliance and
force the United States to rely on
nuclear weapons to deal with an
“uncontrollable expansion of U.S.
security commitments.”

Mr. Goble and Mr. Dean join
the debate this week as the Sen-
ate is considering adding Poland,
Hungary and the Czech Republic
to the alliance.

“Neither side in this ongoing
debate has acknowledged that the
expansion of the Western alliance
... may ultimately bring the
greatest benefits not so much to
the new members but to Russia
itself, the country that some peo-
ple suggest the alliance is still di-
rected against,” Mr. Goble,

_deputy director of Radio Free Eu-

rope, wrote this week in a piece
distributed by the news service.
Russia is already benefiting
through its new charter with
NATO, signed last year, that
assures Moscow’s views will be
heard in future NATO decisions,

‘he said.

“The new Russian presence at
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alliance headquarters in Brussels
means that the alliance itself has
been transformed even before it
has expanded,” he wrote.

With the inclusion of former
Soviet sateflites, NATO will block
Russian extremists from trying to
reverse the democratic gains
made in former Russian repub-
lics and former Warsaw Pact
countries since the collapse of the
Soviet Union, he said.

Mr. Goble concludes that the
“chief beneficiaries of the alli-
ance'’s . .. expansion will be Rus-
sian reformers.”

Mr. Dean, now representing
the Union of Concerned Scien-
tists, argues that the danger of
the expansion is that it will not
stop with the first round.

Mr. Dean, who served as U.S.
envoy to NATO-Warsaw Pact
force reduction talks from 1978 to
1981, yesterday called for the de-
feat of the NATO enlargement
treaty or, at least, the adoption of
an amendment to set a three-year
moraterium on further expan-
sion.

“The most risky and costly as-
pect of the NATO enlargement
project is the open-ended U.S. de-
fense commitment it involves,” he
said in a statement.

Mr. Dean noted that after the
first three new members, eight
other countries want to join in a
future round of expansion. Con-
ceivably, he argued, more than 20
other countries could seek NATO
membership, including nations in
Central Asia and the Caucasus.

“Many of these countries bor-
der on Russia [and] could be de-
fended only with nuclear weap-
ons. This would mean an
enormous, nearly uncontrollable
expansion of U.S. security com-
mitments,” he said.

“This entire project, with all its
risks and costs, is unnecessary.”

Washington Times

INSIDE THE

RING

. by Emest Blazar

. The diplomat

Sen. Jesse Helms, North Caro-
lina Republican, pulled no
punches Monday when he stood
in the Senate chamber in support

of bringing Poland, Hungary and

the Czech Republic into an ex-
panded North Atlantic Treaty
QOrganization, the Cold War-
winning military alliance.

First, the Senate Foreign Rela-
tions Committee chairman
knocked down the suggestion
that, instead of NATOQ, the three
Eastern European nations ought
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urst to join the European Union.

“With all due respect to our
friends in Europe, the European
Union could not find its way out
of a wet paper bag,” the senator
said.

Next, he said an expansion of
the military alliance is needed
because the United States needs
more, dependable allies. This be-
came clear to him during the
armed standoff with Iraq earlier
this year.

In stark contrast to the three
prospective NATO member’s, who
quickly pledged their support for
U.S. military strikes, if needed,
Mr. Helms observed, “many of
our current NATO allies stuck
their heads in the sand and wig-
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gled their fannies.”

NATO dissenters

While this week's Senate
debate wound inexorably toward
a yes vote on whether to add Po-
land, Hungary and the Czech Re-
public to the NATO military alli-
ance, nearly lost amid gales of
speechifying were the voices of
two foreign-policy giants.

George Kennan, intellectual ar-
chitect of America's Cold War
policy of containment, recently
wrote of NATO expansion: “A pro-
cess has now been put in motion
that can hardly be stopped until
NATO has come to take in prac-
tically all of Europe except the
Balkans, at the risk of making it-
self a dangerous absurdity rather
than a meaningful alliance”

Paul H. Nitze, a former deputy
secretary of defense and foreign
policy expert, wrote to Sen. Dan-
iel Patrick Moynihan, New York
Democrat, last Friday, “In the
present security environment,
NATO expansion is not only un-
necessary, it is gratuitous. If we
want a Europe whole and free, we
are not likely to get it by making
NATO fat and feeble”

Crimson slide

On Nowv. 19, 1997, Russia tried
to launch a test version of its
newest submarine-launched bal-
listic missile, known in the West
as the S§-NX-28. It is being built
for installation aboard the Borey,
‘Russia’s next class of ballistic-
missile-carrying submarines. The
first of seven Borey-class ships,
the Yuri Dolgoruki, is due to en-
ter the Russian fleet no eariier
than 2004,

But according to a Pentagon of-
ficial, the test-flight ended in a
“catastrophic failure” It is appar-
ently not an isolated problem be-
cause the rest of Russia’s subma-
rine program is faring not much
better.

Today, Russia still wields 24
nuclear-powered submarines able
to fire ballistic missiles at the
United States. That’s down from
about 63 such boats — called
“hoomers” — held by the Soviet
navy just nine years ago. And in-
telligence experts prediet the
numbers will continue to shrink.

By 2010, Russia will possess
only about 10 such boats, accord-
ing to intelligence estimates. By
comparison, the United States has
18.

Though smaller in number,
Russia’s missile-carrying subma-
rines are growing in importance
to Moscow’s military strategy.
That is because atop these
submarine-based missiles almost
two-thirds of Moscow's strategic

nuclear weapons will reside. To-
day, only one-third of Russia’s
long-range nuclear bombs are
aboard submarines.

Despite being Russia’s key nu-
clear platform into the next cen-
tury, the Borey missile submarine
program is starved for funds.
“The missile will be ready before
the platform,” confirmed and in-
telligence official. “The platform
has problems.” Consequently
Russia must resort to installing
the §§-NX-28 missile aboard an
older, “Typhoon”-class boomer
for testing until the Yuri Dol-
‘goruki enters the fleet.

Like the United States, Russia
fields another kind of submarine:
the nuclear-powered hunter-killer
attack boat. Instead of lofting

missiles at faraway enemy na-
tions as do “boomers!” these stalk
and attack enemy ships and sub-
marines.

Today, Russia has only 33 at-
tack boats in service. That rep-
resents a steep decline in num-
bers. Only nine years ago, the
Soviet navy had about 137 such
undersea craft. The U.S. Navy is
building down to 50 attack boats
by next year. U.S. intelligence ex-
perts predict today’s fleet of Rus-
sian attack boats will keep
shrinking until it reaches 25 by
2010.

What Russia has done is retire
all but the most modern and quiet
of its submarines. Many of the
decommissioned boats are
merely tied to quiet piers, their
nuclear power plants unrecycled,
Sa neglected are they that some
have sunk at their berths.

Still sailing in the attack-boat
fleet are mostly Akula-class and
Oscar 1lI-class, additional units of
which are still under construc-
tion. But they also are plagued by
a money shortage. In 1997, no
work was performed on the Os-
cars and Akulas still being built.
However, this spring, U.S. intelli-
gence officials noticed that some
shipyard activity has resumed.

Coming bebind the Akulas and
Oscars is the Severodvinsk, Rus-
sia’s newest nuclear-powered at-
tack submarine. Though expected
in the Russian fleet no earlier
than 2002, the boat faces trouble.
Again, the cause is no surprise,
said an intelligence official. “We
are expecting [its fleet delivery]
to slow down based on the avail-
ability of rubles.”

& Ernest Blazar can be reached at
703/486-3949 and by e-mail
(blazaraeotwtmail. cont).

Baltimore Sun

Report criticizes VA
for delays in exams
of gulf war vets’ kin

The Veterans Affairs Depart-
ment has been slow and ineffec-
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tive in carrying out a program to
examine the health of the spouses
and children of Persian Gulf war
veterans, according to a congres-
sionalreport being released today.

The General Accounting Office,
the investigative wing of Congress,
said that at the beginning of this
vear the VA had completed only
872 of 2,802 requests for medical
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examinations. The examination
program began in November 1994
and expires at the end of this year.

Thousands of veterans re-
turned from the 1991 war with
‘hard-to-diagnose health prob-
lems, and many have said their
spouses and children have since
come down with similarmaladies.

Baltimore Sun
April 30, 1998
Pg. C2

Lockheed, partners
learn today who gets

missile shield contract

The Pentagon will choose today
hetween Boeing Co. and a joint
venture of Bethesda's Lockheed
Martin Corp. to oversee the effort
to assemble a national shield
against ballistic missile attacks.

The National Missile Defense
“lead systems integrator” con-
tract is worth a potential $2 billion
over the next several vears, and ul-

timately far more if the Pentagon
decides in 2000 that the syvstem is
feasible to use.

Lockheed Martin has joined
with Raytheon Corp. and TRW to
form United Missile Defense Co. to
pursue the contract. Most experts
give their partnership the edge
over Boeing, which has less experi-
ence inrelated programs.
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Navy To Test New Air Defense System Prototype
By Frank Wolfe

The Navy is preparing to test a new system to allow ships to assess air defense capabilities theater wide and rapidly replan their air
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The service will test a prototype of the Applied Physics Laboratory-built Area Air Defense Commander (AADC) in Fleet Battle
Experiment Charlie, the third in a series of exercises to explore new weapons systems and technologies.
Ships from the USS Dwight D. Eisenhower (CVN-69) battle group are taking part in the exercise which will last from May 1- 11 off the
coast of North Carolina. The Eisenhower is scheduled to deploy soon to the Persian Gulf as the likely replacement for the USS

Independence (CV-62).

The new air defense system is designed to integrate theater wide sensor information from a variety of inputs, including the Raytheon-
built Cooperative Engagement Capabilility (CEC), data from airborne early warning aircraft and land based radars. Additionally, for the
exercise, two simulated cruisers will generate ballistic missile tracks and transmit them to the system.

AADC "will allow us to coordinate between the regions and prevent any unnecessary use of weapons and help deconflict the operations
of multiple regions,” said Capt. Zack May, the project officer for Fleet Battle Expertment Charlie.

The system is funded for installation on 12 Aegis cruisers, including the first this year, the Navy said. But for the exercise, joint forces
will man the system at APL in Maryland.

The system provides rapid theater wide situational awareness for senior commanders through three-dimensional depictions of the battle
space and is capable of executing 56 billion instructions per second, the Navy said.

During early stages of a conflict, a coherent theater air picture is necessary for senior commanders, May said. The AADC system "gives
us additional planning tools to best position all of our defensive assets and look at potential holes in our defensive laydown," he said.
"Right now it takes quite a while. Now, as we add and subtract potential locations, we can rapidly adjust the plan.”

The system will "accurately model the impact of terrain, weather and other warfare activities while being able to capture the stationing
and intent of units ashore,” the Navy said. ‘

Changing air defense plans—in the event of a cruiser or land based missile battery being destroyed, for example--will now take minutes,
rather than days or hours, May said.

In the past, crews would have to use charts to assess whether replacement combat air patrol (CAP) stations, land based missile batteries
or cruisers could provide missile defense coverage. "The AADC system internally wargames and provides you with real time assessment
of the capability of your new force laydown," May said.

In Fleet Battle Experiment Charlie the Navy is also to test a new surface fire support system, the Land Attack Warfare System, built by
Interactive Television Co. of Reston, Va. The system is designed to improve the synchronization and speed of naval land attack from
multiple ships and aircraft, The system is to permit the Navy to hasten the planning and execution of rapid calls for fire.

All Finalists For Napalm Job Drop Out

By L. Erik Bratt
Union-Tribune Staff Writer

SAN DIEGO -- The three
other finalists for a Navy con-
tract to dispose 23 million
pounds of napalm stored for 25
years in  Fallbrook have
dropped out of consideration,
which means the government
has fewer options for getting
rid of the flammable substance.

Pollution Control Industries
in East Chicago, Ind., was one
of four bidders selected by the
Navy for a contract to dispose
of the napalm, left over from
the Vietnam War. PCl was
awarded a2 $1.7 million con-
tract, but bowed out earlier this
month in the face of political

and community pressure.

"Of the final four, we
picked PCL" said Robin
Yocum, a spokesman for the
Navy's prime disposal con-
tractor, Battelle Memorial In-

stitute's laboratory in Richland,

Wash. "My understanding is
that the other three were no
longer interested."

Yocum said he did not want
to discuss why the companies
no longer sought the contract.
The names of other finalists
were not released, but sources
said they are located in Texas,
Missouri and Tennessee.

Jeanne Light, a Navy
spokeswoman in San Diego,
said she had not heard whether
the other finalists had bowed

San Diego Union-Tribune

out.

"[ have not talked to him
{Yocum) about that," she said.
"They are supposed to be talk-
ing to those people directly, we
are not.”

Light said the Navy is still
reviewing its options about
how to dispose of 23 million
pounds -- just over 3 million
gallons -- of napalm that has
been stored outdoors in alumi-
num canisters at the Fallbrook
WNaval Weapons Station since

the 1970s. She said it likely

will be a few weeks before a
decision is made.

PCl was supposed to mix
the napalm with other waste for
use as fuel in cement kilns in
the Midwest. A 12,000-gallon
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shipment had been dispatched
to PCI on a train on April L1,
but it was forced to tum around
after the company said it would
refuse to accept it.

The shipment is now sitting
in a storage yard at China Lake
Naval Air Weapons Station, in
the Mojave Desert 75 miles
east of Bakersfield. The rest
remains in Fallbrook in 500-
and 750-gallon canisters.

Battelle has had at least 50
phone calls from companies
and individuals expressing in-
terest in getting rid of the na-
palm, but only one of them was
able to take it immediately,
Yocum said.

Washington Post
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The president planned to make a statement about the pending

Clinton News Conference Today

President Clinton has scheduled a news conference at 2 p.m.
today, his first formal, solo news conference of the year. He has
had joint news conferences this year with British Prime Minister
Tony Blair at the White House and with South African President

Nelson Mandela in Cape Town.
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Senate vote on NATO enlargement and to praise the booming
economy, aides said. He was then to take questions from
reporters in the White House East Room, spokesman Michael
McCurry said yesterday. White House officials made it clear that
Clinton would not have much to say about the ongoing investiga-
tion by independent prosecutor Kenneth W, Starr.
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Group wants Special Forces
to open flying jobs to women

By Amee Seabolt
Washington bureau

WASHINGTON — A
Pentagon advisory group is
calling for the military’s elite
forces to open their aviation
ranks to women.

In addition, the Defense
Advisory  Committee  on
Women in the Services wants
the Pentagon to devise a stan-
dard policy on fraternization
and three military services to
maintain basic training that
integrates men and women.

The committee plans to
recommend that aviation jobs
in Special Forces be opened to
women as well as positions on
Multiple Launch Rocket Sys-
tems and in submarines.
Committee officials said they
want military leaders to justify
why those positions remain
closed to women.

The problem is that the
current restrictions seem to be
nothing more than a replace-
ment for the Risk Rule that was
rescinded in 1994, committee
members said.

The rule prevented women
from serving in combat units
that could engage in direct
combat.

After it was rescinded,
Pentagon officials spelled out
the restrictions for women with

the Direct Ground Combat
Definition and  Assignment
Rule.

Under the rule, women are
eligible for all positions except
those below the brigade level
whose primary mission is direct
combat on the ground. This
generaily means they cannot be
a part of infantry, armor or
artillery units. Only submarines
and certain small combat ships
in the Navy remain closed to
women.

However, committee
members said the rule falls
short. In turn, the committee
will urge the Pentagon to re-

view the policy to determine
what jobs and units could be

opened to women.
Shortcomings in the rule
also were cited in a study by
the Rand Corp.’s National De-
fense Institute last fall. [t said
only 815 women filled the
47,544 new combat related jobs
created by Congress in 1994,
The study said there were
several problems that seem to
account for the low numbers.
Researchers for the study inter-
viewed 500 people in focus

groups and surveyed 1,000
men and women.
Despite  the  setbacks,

Elizabeth Bilby, the commit-
tee’s chairwoman, said during
an interview Friday that some
gains had been made. For the
first time, five women have
been picked to command com-
bat ships in the Navy, she said.

“That’'s progress,” Bilby
said. “But we also need women
to get experience earlier in their
careers.”

The panel issued its rec-
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ommendations during a meet-
ing April 21-26 in Reston, Va.
It will send them to Defense
Secretary William Cohen.

Committee officials said
the recommendations are based
on comments made by men and
women during visits to about
60 military 1nstallations, in-
cluding nine training bases.

The committee is charged
with tracking how troops, espe-
cially women, feel about their
service and military policies.
The committee was created in
1951 and meets in the fall and
spring.

During recent installation
visits, senior committee offi-
cials said they were told by
troops that a department wide
policy on fraternization is
needed.

The change would allow
troops to clearly know what the
limits are, one official said.
With clear limits set, troops

would be able to congratulate
or counsel lower ranking peo-
ple without fearing reprisal or
an unjust claim.

“Troops should be able to

pat each other on the back and
do their jobs without it being a
problem,” Bilby said.

Mary Wamsley, vice
chairwoman of the forces de-
velopment and utilization sub-
committee, said men and
women also feel strongly about
the type of training their serv-
ice offers.

“The servicemembers 1
have spoken to passionately
believe in gender-integrated
training,” Wamsley said in a
telephone interview Sunday.
“If it is a Marine, they are
committed to the way their
service trains. [f it is someone
who is from another service,
then they believe in the way
that service trains.”

By endorsing integration,
the panel is opposing the rec-
ommendation issued in De-
cember by a special Pentagon
report. That study called for
men and women to be segre-
gated more often in basic
training to improve their ability
to wage war. The Marines
Corps is the only service that
segregates its troops in basic
training.

Washington Post
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A Ski Gondola, A Marine Jet And Damﬁges

By Bill McAllister

An Oregon lawyer who be-
came friends with Italian mer-
chants during a recent skiing
sabbatical in Italy has been
hired by several businesses
there to press claims against the
U.S. government over the Ma-
rine jet accident at a skiing
resort in the Alps. Twenty
people plunged to their deaths
Feb. 3 after the low-flying jet
clipped the cables supporting
their gondola car.

N. Robert Stoll, a partner of
Stoll, Stoll, Berne, Lokting &

Shlachter of Portland, Ore., in
turn hired D.C. lawyer Michael
D. Hays, a partner at Dow,
Lohnes & Atbertson, to lobby
on behalf of the Italian com-
panies. The cable car company,
Funivie Alpe Cermis, and re-
sort hotels in the Cavalese area
are expected to seek reim-
bursement from the U.S. gov-
ermnment for the accident in-
volving a Marine FEA-6B
Prowler. Crew members have
denied that they flew under
approved minimum altitudes.
Stoll, a key lawyer in the
environmental litigation that
followed the 1989 Exxon Val-

dez oil spill in Alaska, picked
Hays because the two had
worked together previously.

"There is no dispute about
the fact that this was the fault
of our government," said Hays,
noting that the military is
prosecuting the plane's crew.
"The U.S. government said
they were going to take re-
sponsibility, but now all we get
is excuses."

Hays said the small skiing
community has been
"devastated" by the crash. The
gondola car was the main
means of transporting skiers to
the slopes.

Warring Afghan factions agreed to set up
a governing commission  of
scholars, a move the U.N. representative to
peace talks hailed as a "“fantastic success.”

religious
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Formation of the commission has been a
critical issue in the negotiations now under
way in Pakistan, the first in two years.
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